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Roma,  15 November, 2007. The Mediterranean Energy Regulatory Authorities network has been given 
the go ahead to contribute to the development of relationships between hydrocarbon producing and 
consuming countries and to the integration of electricity and gas markets in the area. In the presence of 
the Minister for Economic Development, Pierluigi Bersani, Mr. Alessandro Ortis, President of the 
Italian Regulatory Authority, and Mr.Nadjib Otmane, President of the CREG - Electricity and Gas 
Regulation Commission and the representatives of the energy regulators of the Mediterranean 
Countries today signed the institutive deed of MEDREG, the Mediterranean Working Group on 
Electricity and Natural Gas Regulation which brings together the Regulatory Bodies of 23 countries: 
Albania, Algeria, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, France, Greece, Israel, Italy, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Libya, Malta, Marocco, Montenegro, Palestine, Portugal, Slovenia, Syria, Spain, Tunisia and 
Turkey.  
After a period of preparatory meetings, today’s signing marks the operative start of the Association. 
MEDREG has formally set itself up with the aim of creating a stable normative and regulatory 
framework in harmony with that of the European Union, thus contributing to the creation of an 
expanded energy market and to the development of infrastructural bodies (e.g. GALSI, ITGI, Medgas, 
Mediterranean Ring). Furthermore, out of this cooperation among the various Regulatory Bodies could 
emerge a contribution to further development in the relationships between energy producing and 
energy consuming countries even in relation to security of supplies and diversification of sources.  
MEDREG will work in close contact with REMEP, the Rome Euro-Mediterranean Energy Platform, 
promoting the consolidation of a lasting institutional relationship between the two associations with a 
positive impact on the electricity and gas markets of the area.  
“As of today, through our activities of international dialogue and cooperation, the objective will be to 
develop a common framework of rules which will facilitate investments, improve the integration and 
the efficiency of the energy markets in the Mediterranean area and guarantee better service to 
consumers. This objective requires more intensive dialogue with other international bodies and with 
REMEP”, underlined President Ortis.  
“The special significance of today’s meeting is not to be identified only in the subject of energy but 
also, and perhaps especially, in the fact that the representatives of the Regulatory Authorities of as 
many as 23 Mediterranean countries are gathered here..  Well, some of the most important producers, 
consumers and, no less important, some of the main countries of transit – current and potential – of 
primary energy products are located precisely on the Mediterranean. There is no industrial investment 
in this area which does not affect – directly or indirectly – everyone who is a part of  this area. In short, 
energy presents profound implications for our countries, not only economical but also political and 
social”, asserted Minister Bersani.  
Representatives of the Directorate-General for Energy and Transport of the European Commission (DG 
Tren), of the “Rome Euro-Mediterranean Energy Platform” (REMEP),  the Ministry for Economic 
Development, the Ministry for International Trade and of the Florence School of Regulation also 
participated in the meeting, which took place within the course of the MEDREG General Meeting. 
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